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Lessona 1. Learning outcomes
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A quick guide 
to OERs
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What is the Open Educational Resources (OER)?

Le a rning , tea chin g , and re sea rch ma te r ia l s in any fo rma t and mediu m th at re s id e in the
publ i c domain or a re unde r the copyrigh t th at h a s be en re le a sed und e r an open l i cense ,
tha t pe rmi ts no -co st a cce ss , re -u se , re -pu rpo se , ad a pta t ion , a nd redi s t r ibut ion by o the r
( U N E S C O , 2 0 1 2 ) .

➢ Open access
➢ Open format
➢ Open license
➢ Open software

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


What is a good OER?

➢ Findable – it can be in multiple locations 
➢ Clearly described 
➢ Clearly licensed (normally through Creative Commons)  
➢ From a source you trust 
➢ Easy to modify 
➢ Free-standing – it does not assume knowledge of other resources 
➢ Free of copyright content 
➢ Being used by/recommended by people like you 
➢ Imperfect – it just needs to work for you

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education/creating-open-educational-resources/content-section-3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


What can be defined as OERs?

Components of OER

Material type Openly 
licensed

Freely 
available

Modifiable

Open educational resources √ √ √

Free online resources under all rights reserved copyright X √ X

Materials available through the University Library X √ X

Open Access articles and monographs √ √ √/X

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


What are the 5 Rs of OERs?

➢Retain

➢Revise

➢Remix

➢Reuse

➢Redistribute

The 5Rs stand for:

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Video presentation

Please watch the video
An introduction to Open Educational Resources 
recommendations on how to locate and evaluate OERs for use in classes.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtJmakm1-zc&t=9s


Finding and Selecting OER

Step-by-step OER search strategy (based on Hutchings, 2022. This work by D'Arcy
Hutchings is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License).

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Examples of repositories

There are different types of repositories that store open content and collections of OERs.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Video presentation

Please watch this video 

How to find and evaluate OER? recommendations on how to 

locate and evaluate OERs for use in classes.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbwuMQM-NG8
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Find the training material of the 
Cluster 1 Course 1 “Digital Resources”

Check more about the 
project 

https://www.oer-codex.eu/
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